TerraSync

Loading Shape Files as Backgrounds

Summary

Shapefiles (.shp) cannot be displayed directly as backgroundsin TerraSync™. This document
describes how to convert Shapefilesinto aformat that can be displayed as a background in
TerraSync.

Description

Shapefiles can be converted to Trimble data files using GPS Pathfinder® Office or TerraSync
and can then be displayed as a background.

GPS Pathfinder Office

Use the Import utility to import the Shapefile. This converts your .shp fileto a Trimble (.imp)
datafile. Then, use the Data Transfer utility to transfer the .imp (imported Shapefiles) file to
TerraSync. Y ou can then use these files as background filesin TerraSync.

TerraSync

SupportNote

NOTE: You cannot transfer Shapefiles to your CE device using the Data Transfer utility. You
need to use Windows Explorer to transfer the files. (Your CE device will be displayed as ‘Mobile
Device’ in Windows Explorer.)

1. Oncethefilesare transferred to your CE device, select Data/ File Manager.
2. Select Options/ Read data from Shape.

3. Inthe From Shapefiles(s) in field, navigate to the Shapefile/s and select the folder where the
Shapefile is stored. Select the layers required, and then click OK.

NOTE: To successfully convert to a data file, the coordinate system that you are currently using
in TerraSync needs to be the same as what is used in the Shapefile. However, once you have
created the data file, you can convert it so that it displays in other coordinate systems.

This new datafile can now be displayed as a background file.

To open adatafile as abackground map, select Map / Layers/ File Type. Change the File Type
to Data. All the available datafiles will then appear in thelist.
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